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Welcome to the January edition of the Lava Ledger! As we step into the
New Year, we reflect on the accomplishments of 2024 with gratitude.
Your unwavering support has led to remarkable achievements in
recruiting and membership, enhanced services for our veterans and
their families through our Department Veterans Service Officers, and a
steadfast commitment to honoring our fallen heroes and those who
continue to defend our freedoms. Through numerous ceremonies, we
uphold our Polynesian Pride and live by our mottos: “No One Does
More for Veterans” and “Where Veterans Matter Most!” 

This month, we highlighted our VFW National Home in Lansing,
Michigan, where our Department proudly sponsors a home. For a
century, the National Home has provided vital support to military
personnel, veterans, and their families, helping them build a
foundation for a brighter future. As we celebrate its 100th anniversary,
we reaffirm our commitment to this invaluable mission. 

We also honor Comrade Jame Schaedel as our Comrade of the Month.
Serving as a Non-Commissioned Officer with the 100th Infantry
Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, Jame also dedicates
himself as the VFW Department of Hawaii’s Legislative Liaison and
Adjutant for VFW Post 12138. His diligence ensures timely and
accurate legislative reporting, strengthening our advocacy at both state
and federal levels. Additionally, his outstanding coordination of our
upcoming D.C. visit has resulted in an efficient and impactful itinerary,
maximizing our engagement with congressional leaders. Jame is a true
patriot, and his unwavering dedication to our mission is exemplary.
Fa’afetai tele lava, Comrade Schaedel!

This month, we also recognize VFW Post 2875 for their continued
commitment to community service. Through their Adopt-a-Highway
initiative, they give back to North Shore residents of Oahu, keeping our
land clean and embodying the Hawaiian value of “Mālama ‘Āina”—
caring for our land. Mahalo Nui to VFW Post 2875 for your service! 

We encourage all Posts to submit your “Comrade of the Month”
nominations and share stories of fundraisers, events, and veteran
support initiatives—we want to hear from you! 

Until next month, stay healthy, positive, and ready to serve those who
served us. 

Fa’afetai ma ia faatasi le Atua!

Ben Fuata
Commander
VFW Dept. of Hawai’i
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*This article was
published in the Jan/Feb
2025 Edition of the VFW

Magazine

The VFW National Home is
a ‘Special Place’

https://vfwnationalhome.org/


Jame Schaedel - A Champion for Veterans Everywhere

This month, we proudly spotlight Comrade Jame Schaedel from Post 12138, a
dedicated advocate working tirelessly behind the scenes to support and protect
veterans’ rights. Jame is our legislative representative, ensuring that the voices
of our VFW brethren are heard at the local, state, and federal levels.

Jame’s commitment to veterans' advocacy is evident through his timely and
accurate legislative reports to National, which have played a pivotal role in
advancing crucial legislation. His work has helped push forward key initiatives
such as the Elizabeth Dole Bill and the Claims Shark Initiative—two essential
measures aimed at protecting veterans and preventing predatory claims
practices within the VA and VFW.

Beyond his legislative efforts, Jame is an integral part of our organization’s day-
to-day operations. He has been instrumental in planning the upcoming State
Convention, ensuring that every detail is meticulously arranged for a successful
event. Additionally, he works diligently to keep our Department’s website and
social media platforms updated, ensuring that members stay informed and
engaged with the latest news and developments.

Jame’s dedication and hard work often take place behind the scenes, but his
impact is felt throughout our organization. His unwavering support and
advocacy for veterans make him a true asset to the VFW and an exemplary
Comrade. We are proud to recognize Jame Schaedel as our Comrade of the
Month!

Thank you, Jame, for your service and dedication!
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The VFW Action Corps is a national grassroots advocacy network of over 300,000 VFW members and supporters dedicated to
veterans' issues. They stay informed on challenges facing veterans, the military, and their families, and are ready to take action by

contacting lawmakers. Open to all patriotic Americans, the Action Corps is free to join and helps amplify the voices of veterans'
advocates across the country.

Members receive:

-The VFW Action Corps Weekly newsletter, covering advocacy efforts.

-Access to contact information for elected officials nationwide.

-Regular "Action Alerts" to engage when veterans' issues require attention.

The VFW Action Corps strengthens the VFW's mission to support veterans, working closely with the National Legislative Service in
Washington, D.C., to drive change.

Recent legislative victories include:

-The PACT Act, expanding VA healthcare for veterans exposed to toxic substances.

-The SERVICE Act, improving VA mammogram eligibility.

-Reforms to the Uniform Code of Military Justice on sexual assault and harassment.

-VA's maternity care coordination program for women veterans.

-The PAWS for Veterans Therapy Act, providing service dogs for veterans with PTSD.

-Inclusion of bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and parkinsonism as presumptive conditions for herbicide exposure.

-The Deborah Sampson Act, addressing healthcare barriers for women veterans.

-Removal of the 12-year limit on using Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) benefits.

Join the VFW Action Corps today, or encourage others to do so, and be part of
the movement making a difference for veterans. 

To sign up, visit: https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
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VFW Action Corps:
Sign up now!
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Share your upcoming Post events, fundraisers, service projects, and community
activities with us to be featured in an upcoming edition of the Lava Ledger.

We also welcome summaries of events and photos for publication, so don’t
hesitate to send them our way!

Email your information to: 
chelsea.mack@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS:

87th Annual VFW & 66th Auxiliary State Convention
Date: June 12th-16th

Location:  Kilauea Military Camp, Volcano National Park,
Big Island

For more information visit: 
www.vfwhi.org


