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It is with much pleasure as the newly elected Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of Hawaii that
I welcome you to the July 2025 edition of the Lava Ledger. I hope you had an enjoyable 4th of July holiday and were
able to take part in the many events commemorating our Independence Day.

First and foremost I would like to begin by acknowledging my predecessor and the outgoing State Commander, Ben
Fuata. Undoubtedly, his year in command was a resounding success and through his efforts our Department was
awarded All American honors. This hard earned accomplishment has brought acclaim to our State and he has my
heartfelt congratulations.

Within this same vein, the Commander in Chief and the Adjutant General have recently decided to alter the policy of
determining the designation of the Triple Crown award. As most of us know, to be a recipient of this prestigious
honor, one must have earned All American status as a Commander of a Post, a District, and a Department. As the
Department of Hawaii does not have internal Districts we have been historically prohibited from receiving this award.
Based on this new policy directive deserving comrades from our State are now eligible for the Triple Crown by one of
two ways: a) being All American twice as a Post Commander and once as a Department Commander or b) being All
American twice as a Department Commander and once as a Post Commander. As such, and based on this new policy
being applied retroactively, the following comrades from Hawaii have now earned Triple Crown distinction: Frederic
Chang, Stanley Fernandez, Joseph F. Bragg and Benjamin Fuata.

This is indeed quite an honor - not only have they been awarded the Triple Crown 
but they have also made history as the first recipients of this award in the 
Department of Hawaii. They will be recognized at this year's National Convention. 
Bravo Zulu!

General Order #1, Headquarters Bulletin #1, and the Department of Hawaii 2025-
2026 All-State Program, Awards and All American Summary have been 
disseminated. I ask that you review them as they identify my main focuses for the 
year, list the elected officers and appointees, explain All-State and All-American 
requirements, and highlight the Post inspection schedule as well as the Department 
calendar.

I am grateful for the opportunity to be your Department Commander and I look 
forward to meeting all of you personally as I visit each Post during the upcoming 
year.
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By Chelsea Mack
VFW Department of Hawai’i , Public Affairs

A Life of Service: 
Honoring the Enduring Legacy of John Henry Felix
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But Felix didn’t hang up his service
uniform when he left active duty. He

merely changed it.

***This article will be published in an upcoming edition of the VFW National Magazine
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A Life of Service: 
Honoring the Enduring Legacy of John Henry Felix

...Continued from Page 3
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He deeply appreciates what we’re doing in
support of our veterans and active-duty 

personnel.
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Post 94: Oahu Veteran’s Center (OVC), 1298 Kukila St. in Honolulu. Meeting every 1
Saturday of the month at 0900 hours.

st

Post 110: OVC, 1298 Kukila St. in Honolulu. Meeting every last Thursday of the month at
1200 hours.

Post 352: First Baptist Church, 1233 California Ave in Wahiawa. Meeting every 2
Tuesday of the month at 1800 hours.

nd

Post 849: Pililaau Army Recreation Center, 86-010 Army St. in Waianae. Meeting every
2  Wednesday of the month at 1800nd

Post 970: OVC, 1298 Kukila St. in Honolulu. Meeting every 2  Thursday of the month at
1900 hours.

nd

Post 1540: Sacred Hearts Academy Library, 3253 Waialae Ave in Honolulu. Meeting every
1  Wednesday of the month at 1830 hours.st

Post 1572: Hawaiian Plantation Village, 94-695 Waipahu St. in Waipahu. Meeting every
1  Saturday of the month at 1000 hours.st

Post 2875: OVC, 1298 Kukila St. in Honolulu. Meeting every last Saturday of the month at
0930 hours.

Post 3292: OVC, 1298 Kukila St. in Honolulu. Meeting every 1  Saturday of the month at
0900 hours.

st

Post 3391: American Samoa Veterans Memorial, Ottoville Rd. Equator Building in Pago
Pago. Meeting every 3  Saturday of the month at 1000 hours.rd

Post 3830: Post 3830, 15-775 Maluhia Rd. in Pahoa. Meeting every 2  Saturday of the
month at 1100 hours.

nd

Post 3850: Wilber Tom Post, 1136 Uluniu Rd. in Kihei. Meeting every 1  Saturday of the
month at 1300 hours.

st

Post 3855: Kauai Veterans Center, 3215 Kauai Veterans Memorial Hwy., Ste H in Lihue.
Meeting every 4  Wednesday of the month at 1730 hours.th

Post 3870: Molokai Veterans Center, 81 Kaunakakai Pl. in Kaunakakai. Meeting every 2
Saturday of the month at 1000 hours.

nd

Post 3875: Kamana Senior Center, 127 Kamana St. in Hilo. Meeting every 3  Saturday of
the month at 0900 hours.

rd

Post 8616:  Elks Lodge 616, 2933 Kalakaua Ave in Honolulu. Meeting every 1  Saturday
of the month at 0945 hours.

st

Post 10154: The Clipper Club at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, 44-245 Kaneohe Bay Dr. in
Kaneohe. Meeting every 3  Saturday of the month at 1000 hours. rd

Post 10276: OVC, 1298 Kukila St. in Honolulu. Meeting every 3  Saturday of the month
at 1000 hours. 

rd

Post 12122: Kailua-Kona Post, 74-5543 Kaiwi St. in Kailua-Kona.  Meeting every 2
Saturday of the month at 1130 hours.

nd

Post 12138: Barbers Point Bowling Center, 91-1259 Saratoga Ave in Kapolei. Meeting
every last Saturday of the month at 1000 hours.
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The VFW Action Corps is a national grassroots advocacy network of over 300,000 VFW
members and supporters dedicated to veterans' issues. They stay informed on challenges facing
veterans, the military, and their families, and are ready to take action by contacting lawmakers.
Open to all patriotic Americans, the Action Corps is free to join and helps amplify the voices of

veterans' advocates across the country.

Members receive:

-The VFW Action Corps Weekly newsletter, covering advocacy efforts.

-Access to contact information for elected officials nationwide.

-Regular "Action Alerts" to engage when veterans' issues require attention.

The VFW Action Corps strengthens the VFW's mission to support veterans, working closely with
the National Legislative Service in Washington, D.C., to drive change.

Recent legislative victories include:

-The PACT Act, expanding VA healthcare for veterans exposed to toxic substances.

-The SERVICE Act, improving VA mammogram eligibility.

-Reforms to the Uniform Code of Military Justice on sexual assault and harassment.

-VA's maternity care coordination program for women veterans.

-The PAWS for Veterans Therapy Act, providing service dogs for veterans with PTSD.

-Inclusion of bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and parkinsonism as presumptive conditions for
herbicide exposure.

-The Deborah Sampson Act, addressing healthcare barriers for women veterans.

-Removal of the 12-year limit on using Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) benefits.

Join the VFW Action Corps today, or encourage others to
do so, and be part of the movement making a difference

for veterans. 

To sign up, visit:
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register

VFW Action Corps:
Sign up now!
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Posts are encouraged to share information regarding upcoming
events, fundraisers, service projects, and community outreach
activities for inclusion in future editions of the Lava Ledger.

We also welcome event summaries, photographs, and
highlights of recent initiatives to help showcase the continued
efforts and impact of our membership across the Department.

Please send all submissions to:
chelsea.mack@gmail.com

Content may be edited for clarity and space. Mahalo for
helping us share the important work being done throughout

the Department of Hawaii and its affiliated Posts.

Department Website: 
A Central Resource for All

Members

All members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of
Hawaii—including those across the Hawaiian Islands, American

Samoa, and other affiliated territories—are encouraged to
utilize the Department’s official website as a primary source of

information. 

The site provides access to essential forms, official
communications, program updates, leadership contacts, event

calendars, and resources for both Posts and individual
members.

To remain informed and mission-ready, please visit:
 www.vfwhi.org
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